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STARING INTO THE FACE OF EVIL – PART I 
(A personal account by Rob Palaszewski) 

 

 ‗Cast out demons, hmmm?‘  It‘s really hard to get a handle on that one – at least for me – until that is I got involved in such 

craziness.  It‘s not like I didn‘t believe it on some level - but the whole notion of personalized evil was difficult to get my mind 

around.  Just never thought that it was something I‘d get involved in.  I think it‘s that way for most of us who have not seen or 

tasted or touched the thing ourselves.  Listen, I always thought that while true….that is sort of thing was both crazy and strange – 

until I started talking to some of my colleagues.  A good number of them had had experiences with demonic forces – and better 

stories to boot.  But this is the only story I‘ve got, and that‘s the one you‘re going to get.   

 

THE SET UP 

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons” (Mark 16:17) 

 

It actually didn‟t start with me.  Instead it began when Ethel, a friend of mine who was approached by Rachel, one of the girls in 

her place of business.  So Rachel and a bevy of her cohorts came to see her, quite alarmed at what was going on in her [Rachel‟s] 

house.  They were looking for some help.  Some of them – [the bevy] – had experienced some of the phenomena themselves and 

others had just heard the stories or seen the evidence second hand.  So they approached Ethel with their stories…and something 

more.  Their story was this: There was something very weird going on in that apartment, and many of them had seen it.  Stuff was 

moving in the kids‟ bedroom, flying off dressers.  There were voices being heard by Rachel‟s sons, James 3 and Benny who was 18 

months.  Rachel occasionally heard them too.  The boys were terrified and there were even scratches on James‟ back.  Finally, 

Rachel showed Ethel a picture on her cell phone.  It was of a “demony-looking shadow”.  [I would later see both this version, and a 

better, clearer version of this same photo on a different phone.  This second version gave much more detail and was substantially 

more convincingly authentic.]  Now Ethel is a good Christian lady, but her previous experience rendered such goings on over her 

head.  That‟s when she brought it to me.   

 

I too had had no really experience in the field, but agreed to talk to the parties involved.  After all, it was just some poltergeist 

activity.  Ethel arranged a meeting and introduced me to Rachel.  She was a young lady who loved to laugh and found humor in 

many things.  But her story was quite disturbing.  It seems this had been going on for months.  The story unfolded to me over the 

course of – I think it was – three interviews over about a two-week period, with her boyfriend David joining her for one session, 

and a girlfriend Michelle for another.  Here‟s what I learned. 

 

Rachel started by telling me about door knobs turning and doors opening unexplainably.  There was a housemate; a male, (sharing 

the flat and nothing more) – that experienced a presence in the form of a Dark Shadow – hovering over him and choking him.  

There were voices that seemed to come from out of the closet in the children‟s bedroom – almost exclusively at night.  Her oldest 

boy, James, would always get especially afraid when he heard the train whistle at night.  That‟s when the „presences‟ would show 

up.  Now there were three of these beings.  Two of them presented themselves as children, a little boy and a little girl.  These two 

would “play” with the boys.  They passed themselves off as benign – and would warn the kids – and Rachel – and her boyfriend 

David – about the third, darker „presence‟.  These child-like - „ghosts‟ – for lack of a better word – didn‟t seem to frighten the kids.  

Rachel had seen them too.  At first she was confused by this; part of the enemy‟s plan, no doubt.  As we spoke I pointed out the 

deceptive nature of the Evil One and convinced her that these were just posing as „nice ghosts‟.  It was all part of some plan of the 

enemy.    



 

Rachel went on to talk about what would happen at night.  She would put the boys to bed.  After a time they became terrified and 

would refuse to go to bed, sometimes “screaming bloody murder”.  Rachel would go in to comfort them, laying with them until 

they fell asleep.  There were times that she went in that she would feel an eerie chill.  There would be a sudden and severe 

temperature drop.  It was more than a chill.  It signaled that the Third Presence was there.  This was a dark and evil thing.  When 

Michelle‟s kids would come over, they would see something too.  She said that other girlfriends witnessed some of these same 

things.  This was something real, and Rachel was – on the one hand afraid – and on the other, strangely accepting.  [If it had been 

me in pre-Christ days, I probably would have been out of there.]  On the other hand, when he was over, David did not seem to 

handle it as well.  She told me of times when he seemed more afraid than she was and unwilling to confront the situation.  It 

“creeped him out”.   

 

During the course of the interviews I began to ask Rachel about her past: What could have opened the door to this kind of activity?  

She told me that when she was a kid – maybe 13 or 14 years old – she had dabbled in the occult.  A friend‟s mom had been “into 

Wicca, and she showed us how to have séances.”  “Were you ever successful”, I asked.  “Oh yeah, a couple of times!  The last time 

something came into the room and locked all the doors.  We couldn‟t get out for a few hours.  We were so scared.  I never did that 

again.”   

 

It was during that second meeting, I believe, that she told me about what her youngest son James had said to her.  It was those 

remarks that moved me from thinking this was just about some poltergeist phenomenon to knowing that what we were facing was 

truly demonic.  The incident had happened about a week before that second meeting.  She walked into the room where James was 

playing.  “James just turned and looked at me and said, „You burn in Hell, Mommy‟.  We don‟t talk like that”, she told me.  We 

never use that kind of language.”  So she looked around the house and found a Bible.  She didn‟t know exactly why, but somehow 

believed that she needed to bring in God‟s word or some tangible representation of God.  She started reading to him from the Bible.  

“He grabbed my wrist.  He was shaking.  All of a sudden he seemed to have a fever.  I could actually feel the heat coming off of 

him.  He started saying, „No! I burn this book!‟ and when I told him it was a good book and tried to get him to touch it, he said, 

„It‟s burning me!‟”  That testimony really shook me up.  I talked to my pastor.  When it was time to „go in‟ he would go with me. 

 

After she told me these things I was quite shaken up.  Now I used all three meetings as opportunities to witness about the power of 

Jesus Christ, (to both Rachel and whoever accompanied her that day), as well as to enlighten them to the truth of the gospel.  As we 

talked, Rachel became interested in the things of God – but I could tell that there was still some hesitancy.  At first, I never offered 

her the chance to pray.  Instead we talked about the seriousness of the commitment that she would need to make when she gave her 

heart to the Lord.  I wanted her to think about it.  [Of course, if she had asked to, we would have prayed right on the spot.]  So we 

talked about her issue.  Through the power of God this presence could be made to leave, but unless she filled her heart with Jesus, 

she would be like an empty house – open to being attacked, and filled again.  We talked about what Jesus Himself said in Luke 

11:24-26.  “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, „I 

will return to my house from which I came.‟  And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order.  Then he goes and 

takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man 

is worse than the first.”  She got the point, but still hesitated to make any commitment. 

 

The next time I offered her the chance and she prayed right away.  It‟s then I talked to her about changing her lifestyle.  (In the 

course of our discussions there were some things that she revealed to me that needed to change.  There was, for one thing a 

relationship outside marriage and for another, she had an affinity for things dark and related to the occult.  She was steeped in the 

whole Halloween thing – and she wasn‟t about to change.)  She wasn‟t ready to make those moves yet.  We talked about the 

necessity of repentance, but she wouldn‟t budge so we left that for another time.  

 

So we looked for a day that we all could go down there.  In the third interview she started telling me about specific incidents.  The 

weekend prior had been an active one.  On Saturday night they had heard banging and yelling.  It was very loud, yet the folks in the 

downstairs apartment heard nothing.  On Sunday night they heard growling from the attic and from the baby‟s room.  She talked 

about other incidents.  A picture of something religious in nature – (I can‟t recall just what) – that flew off the wall and smashed on 

the ground.  There were other objects that launched themselves after the children, leaving red marks on their bodies.  Rachel‟s arm 

was afflicted with a burning sensation.  It was then, I believe, that she told me about her old boyfriend, the father of her first child.  

He had lived at the house.  On several occasions he had taken out what Rachel called “the Black Bible” and read passages out loud.  



I asked if he had ever dedicated the James to Satan.  She didn‟t believe so.  But she said, “It was after he did that, that all of this 

started.”   

 

At some point in all of this we talked about the Third Presence.  It was like a hovering dark mass; floating energy, with eyes and a 

shadowy face.  It was at this point that her boyfriend, David showed me the picture on his phone.  One of the kids was in the 

foreground with the face of the evil presence behind and above.  What I didn‟t tell you before is that the picture had taken itself.  It 

just showed up on the camera-phone which had been sitting on a dresser.  When I saw the image I could make out the soul-less 

eyes and it had the shape of what those that study UFOs call Greys; with the elliptical heads that can be seen in those alien movies.  

 

Feeling as pressured as she did, there was one time when Rachel felt desperate.  When it appeared to her she asked it, “What do 

you want from me?”  The entity answered her, in a growling, cold, movie-evil voice, “I want the boy.”  It meant her oldest son 

James.  “You can‟t have him”, she told it.  But she didn‟t know what to do.  It was this accumulation of angst and fear and 

hopelessness that drove her to tell her boss, Ethel. 

 

[There‘s a little aside here that I want to share.  It will be useful later.  Now each time, as I said, I would share the Gospel to 

whoever was sitting in on the interview.  I did so again when David was there and everything seemed fine.  But afterward I got a 

call from Ethel.  At the end of our conversation she said to me: ―Just what did you say to Rachel‘s boyfriend?‖  Ethel had learned 

that after he left our meeting, David was ―upset and out of sorts‖.  Had I ―said something to upset him?‖  I told her what I said, 

and pretty much forgot about the whole thing.] 

 

Now armed with all I had learned, I knew that what we would be facing was bigger than anything that I wanted to handle alone.  

Pastor Randy had already agreed to come along, but by now we both realized that this was a Satanic stronghold.  We believed that 

were facing a real-live demonic possession.  At the very least, the three-year-old James seemed to be operated by evil, other-

worldly forces.  We were facing an exorcism.  There‟s a gravity and scariness just about the word itself.  This was movie stuff.  

[You know, green puke and revolving heads!]  So we contemplated reinforcements…from others among the leadership of the 

church and armed ourselves with Scripture.  I focused on the promise found in the Gospel of Mark, chapter 16, verse 7.  “And 

these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons.”  We recalled Christ‟s admonition to His 

disciples when they had a hard time getting one demon to leave.  He told them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer 

and fasting.” (Mark 9:29)  It was no coincidence that at that time, the entire leadership (along with much of the church) were 

somewhere in the middle of a long term fast.  God had been preparing us for what was to come.     

 

 

PREPARE ! 
Life as we know it, is going to change.  According to many analysts, we are witnessing the death spiral of the American Empire.  

It‟s not that the US is going away, completely.  But our lives will be changed – suddenly and radically and not for the better.  That 

fact was acknowledged by the US National Intelligence Council back in 2008.  Their report said that the United States “relative 

strength -- even in the military realm -- will decline and U.S. leverage will become more constrained.”  In place of our current 

world order there will be a brand new “international system… almost unrecognizable by 2025 owing to the rise of emerging 

powers, a globalizing economy, an historic transfer of relative wealth and economic power from West to East, and the growing 

influence of nonstate actors.”
1
  Current trends have the United States falling behind China in the economic sphere by 2026.  Add to 

that the fact the American leadership in technological innovation is waning.  With our current mediocre standing in math and 

science, (59
th

 out of 139 nations measured) – that technological slide is not likely to soon end.  By 2025, the United States is “likely 

to face a critical shortage of talented scientists.”  But don‟t expect America to just abdicate power.  Though China will be 

challenging in by militarizing space through their improving satellite technology, the Pentagon has plans of its own.  They intend to 

“throw a Hail Mary pass for a dying empire” through the development of a system of “advanced aerospace robotics.”  Alfred 

McCoy, writing in the Asia Times, called that “Washington‘s last best hope for retaining global empire.”  But our deteriorating 

economic position may seal the deal.  “Today, three main threats exist to America's dominant position in the global economy: loss 

of economic clout thanks to a shrinking share of world trade, the decline of American technological innovation, and the end of the 

dollar's privileged status as the global reserve currency.”
2
 

 

Now we already know that China, and Russia and others in the global community are beginning to call for and position themselves 

for what seems the inevitable; the end of the era of the dollar as the world‟s currency.  And the US and the Fed have been 



cooperating in the process, running up debts that will be impossible to repay.  Many believe this to be a purposeful enterprise; an 

attempt to manipulate the game to their own advantage.  Writing in Personal Liberty Digest, Bob Livingston calls it a “hidden war” 

by the PTB against the world‟s population.  The end in sight is a mass transference of wealth.  “The purpose of this secret war is 

the plan for the flow of wealth from the people of the United States and the people of the world to the elite owners and rulers of the 

world — the money creators. The method and mechanism of the transfer is organized depreciation of the purchasing power of 

paper money.”  The tool of this warfare of course is “quantitative easing”; you know, printing a boatload of money.  Whoohoo!  

Livingston says that , “This final world war will leave millions and millions destitute and in poverty.”
3
 

 

If you think all of this is just alarmism run rampant on the part of the tin foil hat brigade, you would be wrong.  Even CBS 60 

Minutes is taking up the cause now.  In a segment that aired on December 19
th
 of 2010 called “State Budgets: Day of Reckoning,” 

they took on the other end of the looming crisis.  States have spent about a half-trillion more than they took in just since 2008.  

Unless there is some magic solution up to a million state workers could lose their jobs.  Meredith Whitney, who predicted the 

banking collapse of 2008 is now saying that a „financial meltdown‟ is waiting in the wings.  States like California, New Jersey and 

Illinois are among the worst.  But the problem is a national one.  Even education and pensions – previously untouchable – are on 

the table.
4
  And that could be a very big problem.  That‟s the kind of trouble that they‟re facing in Europe right now and it‟s leading 

to protests and riots and violence.   

 

As we‟ve said before, the US government is preparing for that very thing.  US troops have been and are being trained to not only 

deal with unrest, but to “run local governments” and “oversee a post-collapse America.”  Northcom, the Pentagon‟s North 

American command, is now “focused on „homeland patrols‟ and training troops to deal with „civil unrest‟ and „crowd control.‟”  

Active Duty and National Guard forces have been deployed for training and police duties in many communities across the country.  

Those include Newport, KY, Richmond, VA, Bolivar, TN, Boston MA etc.
5
 

 

Porter Stansberry agrees that all of what is happening is just events that will eventually lead to riots and martial law.  To Stansberry 

– [and I totally agree] – it will be economics that will drive events.  The next event on the schedule will be a crisis of the US 

Treasury.  Its effect will be to totally change our way of life.  He warns of soaring commodities prices, in bread and milk and gas 

and elsewhere.  In Porter Stansberr‟s mind, the coming crisis is imminent.  Right or wrong, he believes that we will see a major 

collapse of the monetary system within the next 12 months.  The fact that so much of the government‟s short term borrowing will 

become due, will make that nearly inevitable.  The only thing that can save us from debt default will be our ability to print money.  

And that is precisely why the governments of the world will begin to move away from the dollar in earnest.  You see, through 

quantitative easing, the US is well on that road already.  That‟s the same route Britain took in 1967 when they devalued the pound.  

They needed to do so, they felt, in order to pay for their state socialism.  By 1975 they were suffering through 26% inflation.  As 

the US prints more and more money to pay for its excesses and pay off its debts the real value of the dollar will plummet.  We can 

expect to pay lots more for just about everything in the near future.
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So what‟s the answer?  Well we get into that in future issues.  But the short answer is this: PREPARE.  Prepare financially.  

Prepare for the security of your family.  Have a plan.  But more than anything else: PREPARE SPIRITUALLY!  We must realize 

that everything in this realm – this life – is transitory.  This life will end.  Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food 

and the body more than clothing?....Therefore do not worry, saying, „What shall we eat?‟ or „What shall we drink?‟ or 

„What shall we wear?‟ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25, 

31-33)  So the ultimate in preparedness is repentance; getting – and staying right with God.  We must prepare not only for 

ourselves – but to help our neighbors – to be a light – to serve the Kingdom by spreading the Gospel.  What is coming, will serve as 

the crisis point; the testing ground of our Christian faith.  The only hope there is – Jesus the Christ.  And we are here on 

assignment; to “work while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.” (John 9:4)   
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